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Evolution in the Galapagos Islands contains the 17 papers of a symposium, is a timely and comprehensive 
review of evolutionary studies and a stimulus to further scientific endeavour in the Galapagos and 
elsewhere. 
The main thrust is contained in a series of 9 papers on the evolutionary processes of molluscs, reptiles, 
birds and seals, with an important essay on Darwin's finches covering interspecific behaviour in adaptive 
radiation, morphological and song cues in species regulation and natural selection of heritable quantative 
traits. There is only one paper devoted specifically to the flora. Some of the papers, for example the 
geology describing the 'hot spot' origins of the islands 3.3 million years ago, and 'Man and other 
introduced species', give background only and the invasion of the fire ant Wasmannia auropunctata. 
though a fine ecological treatise, contributes little to be main thrust of the volume. 
More generally, A.J. Cain writes on 'Islands and evolution' and concludes that, against the chaotic state 
of science of his day, Darwin's achievement in recognising the meaning of adaptive radiation was indeed 
remarkable. F.J. Sulloway describes the vicissitudes and ineptitudes of Darwin in his visit to the 
Galapagos, showing that there was no dawning to him ofthe significance ofthese islands to science while 
he was there. The recognition occurred in hindsight and following a great deal of help from three other 
shipmates and the ornithologist, John Gould. R.J. Berry in his introduction declares that "the Galapagos 
did not give Darwin a Damascus Road experience" and that he "might have been bored and homesick 
during the five weeks he spent on the Galapagos". 
Sir Peter Scott has written a short Foreword. The volume is beautifully and economically produced in soft 
covers with fine illustrations and has an Index. It is at once an academic and popular scientific work - a 
mine of information creating a new appreciation of the place of the Galapagos in science and fresh 
perspectives for research. 
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